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¢ƻŘŀȅΩǎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŜǊǎ

»Dotti Ramey 

Supervisor
Large On-site Sewage System Program

»Jeremy Simmons

Manager 
Wastewater Management Section 
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LOSS fee increase -¢ƻŘŀȅΩǎ ǘƻǇƛŎǎ 

Large On-site Sewage Systems - LOSS

1. Introductions

2. Background ςWhy regulate LOSS, and who uses LOSS

3. Existing and future rates

4. Impacts of increased rates to owners/users

5. Why a fee increase is necessary

6. Questions & next steps
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Webinar specifics

»If you have questions or comments 
please enter them in the chat box 

»Put a slide reference with your 
comment if you want to refer to it

»We will answer questions at the end of 
the presentation

»Questions/comments from today are 
informal; we will provide info to 
submit formal comments at the end of 
the webinar
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Chapter 246-272 WAC(Washington Administrative Code)

Fees for wastewater 

Rule being amended

Chapter 246-272BWAC

Large On-site Sewage System (LOSS)

This rule is NOT being amended

Regulatory overview



» Statutes

» Why do we have a Large On -site Sewage 
System program?

» Who is Served by Large On -site Sewage 

Systems? 

BACKGROUND

LARGE ON-SITE SEWAGE SYSTEM 

PROGRAM
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What is a LOSS?

By Statute (Chapter 70.118B RCW): 

»On-site Sewage Systems with Design Flows 3,500 ς100,000 
gallons per day (gpd)

»Non-industrial flows

»Soil treatment component

The overarching goal of the statute and regulation is to protect 
public health and the environment from wastewater treated in on-
site systems using  consistent standards applied across the state.
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70.118B RCW (LOSS statute)

» Provide comprehensive regulation of LOSS including siting, design, construction, 
installation, operation, maintenance, and repair

» Issue annual operating permits for LOSS

» Impose permit conditions to ensure that the system will be operated and 
maintained properly

» Control and prevent pollution to waters of state 

By law ςwe are required to:



Washington State Department of Health | 9

RCW 43.05.020: (Agency Technical Assistance Programs)

» All regulatory agencies shall develop programs to encourage voluntary compliance 
by providing technical assistance consistent with statutory requirements.

By law ςwe are also required to:



Why do we have a Large On-site Sewage System program?
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25-home subdivision
Å 3 BR each lot
Å 9,000 gpdwastewater 
Å Type 4 soil
ÅMinimum lot size: 18,000 sf
ÅOverall land requirements: 10 acres

9,000 gpdwastewater
dispersed over 10 acres

OSS compared to LOSS: 25-home subdivision
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25-home subdivision
Å 3 bedroom home on each lot
Å 9,000 gpdwastewater 
Å Type 4 soil
ÅMinimum lot size: 18,000 sf
ÅOverall land requirements: 10 acres
ÅGross estimate drainfield size: 0.75 acre

9,000 gpdwastewater 
is dispersed over <1 acre

If we use a centralized drainfieldarea (LOSS) 



Ā Ā
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[small] On-site Sewage Systems Large On-site Sewage Systems

# homes:  25

Flow: 9,000 gallons per day

Total land required: 10 acres

Area used for dispersal: 10 acres

# homes:  25

Flow: 9,000 gallons per day

Total land required: 10 acres

Area used for dispersal: <1 acre

Comparing the two wastewater options

The potential for a plume of partially treated 
wastewater to travel offsite is greater for a LOSS
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Why do we regulate LOSS? Protect ǇǳōƭƛŎΩǎ ǿŀǘŜǊ supply 

Locations of LOSS in Eastern WA Group A & B Public Drinking 
Water Sources 

Source: WA State Source 
Water Assessment Program
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²Ƙȅ Řƻ ǿŜ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǘŜ [h{{Κ tǊƻǘŜŎǘ ǇǳōƭƛŎΩǎ ǿŀǘŜǊ ǎǳǇǇƭȅ 

Location of LOSS is Western WA Group A & B Public
Drinking Water Sources 

Source: WA State Source 
Water Assessment Program
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Why do we regulate LOSS? Nitrate in wells

Source: Department of Ecology 
Nitrate Prioritization Project


